
COURSE OUTLINE 

(1) GENERAL 

SCHOOL Social Sciences 

ACADEMIC UNIT Sociology 

LEVEL OF STUDIES Postgraduate  

COURSE CODE 183-02-17 SEMESTER 1
st

  

 

COURSE TITLE 
Qualitative Research Design in Social Sciences 

 

INDEPENDENT TEACHING ACTIVITIES  

if credits are awarded for separate components of the 

course, e.g. lectures, laboratory exercises, etc. If the credits 

are awarded for the whole of the course, give the weekly 

teaching hours and the total credits 

WEEKLY 

TEACHING 

HOURS 

CREDITS 

 3 5 

   

   

Add rows if necessary. The organisation of teaching and the 

teaching methods used are described in detail at (d). 
  

COURSE TYPE  

general background,  

special background, specialised 

general knowledge, skills 

development 

Mandatory / General background, special background, 

specialised general knowledge, skills development. 

PREREQUISITE COURSES: 

 

Basic knowledge of sociological theory and elementary 

knowledge of qualitative research methods and 

techniques. 

 

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION and 

EXAMINATIONS: 

Greek. English.  

IS THE COURSE OFFERED TO 

ERASMUS STUDENTS 

Yes 

COURSE WEBSITE (URL) http://www.soc.aegean.gr/ext-files/pm/mps/etkas-

2017-183-02-17-en.pdf 

(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Learning outcomes 

 

Students after the end of the semester are expected to be capable to: 

1. Understand the main theoretical tools and the analytical logic of sociology as a science 

of human phenomena. 

2. Grasp and perpetuate the ideas of investigating specific areas of social reality and 

connect them with broader issues of sociological theory.  

3. Connect the theoretical tradition of macro and especially microsociology with the 

empirical examination of actual  everyday social reality in its various implications.  

4. Distinguish between quantitative and qualitative research design.  

5. Demonstrate a basic ability to understand the nature and content of qualitative 

research, both in terms of methods and techniques. 

6. Implement specific qualitative methods and particular technical tools to study specific 

fields of social reality. 

7. Develop analytical skills in producing, gathering, composing and interpreting factual 



and visual data derived from a qualitative methodology in connection with the 

practical study of everyday life. 

8. Prepare a preliminary research idea and design a relevant essay on a particular topic 

of study. 

9. Synthesize qualitative and quantitative methodological techniques.   

General Competences  

Working independently,  

Team work, 

Production of free, creative and inductive thinking, 
Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and sensitivity to gender issues,  

Criticism and self-criticism,  

Production of free, creative and inductive thinking, 

Working in an international environment,  

Working in an interdisciplinary environment,  

Production of new research ideas. 

(3) SYLLABUS 

During the meetings of the compulsory postgraduate seminar Qualitative Research Design 

in the Social Sciences, the detailed design and implementation of a qualitative research will 

be presented. The aim is to draw a preliminary distinction between the epistemological 

priorities, methodological techniques and relevant procedures applied to a positivistic 

research design and the corresponding assumptions and choices of a qualitative one. 

Initially, after the concept of science per se is adequately presented and what are the most 

comprehensive features of scientific research are as well exposed, the tradition of positivist 

sociology and its proposals on social research (e.g., relationship between researcher and 

researched, scientific language and research choices, generalization, credibility and validity, 

ethical issues, practical implementation, limitations etc.) will be briefly analyzed. Then, 

criticisms expressed upon this research example  will be thoroughly analyzed. At the same 

time, the logic of qualitative research and how it is linked to specific questions, research 

plans and ways of empirical exploration of social everyday life will be addressed. More 

precisely, the steps to implement a qualitative research plan/project will be presented, from 

the initial conception of the research idea to the final realization and publication of the 

research results. This circular process involves discussing how the qualitative research 

design – in its various types - (e.g. ethnographic, narrative, phenomenological, case study, 

grounded theory, etc.) is being considered, what phases this project involves, how the 

specific research questions are articulated and how the objectives and scopes of the 

research are met through distinct methodological techniques. At the same time, emphasis is 

placed upon the reflective, heuristic and dialectical nature of the qualitative research design 

and on the possibility of analyzing not only homogeneous  and normal  cases, but also 

the ability to express contradictions, conflicts and ways of experiencing and managing 

specific situations (e.g. immigration, chronic illness, unemployment, radical change in life 

plans, etc.). Finally, the possibility of combining quantitative and qualitative methodologies 

in the contemporary research practice is presented along with the challenges, possibilities 

and limitations of these corresponding synthetic projects. The course aims to introduce 

postgraduate students to the basic issues of designing a qualitative research as well as to 

the epistemological background of interpretive sociological reasoning. Through the 

discussion of concrete examples and case studies, various research projects will be 

analyzed. Students will be involved in the multiple techniques of collecting and analyzing 

qualitative social material and will be encouraged to apply specific methodological research 

techniques (i.e. interview, focus groups, action research, etc). The module is organized in 

the form of weekly lectures around students’ scientific areas and interests, based on the 

distributed learning material. The course extensively discusses the heritage of interpretative 



sociology and the specific steps taken in designing a qualitative research from the initial 

idea to the final phase of its implementation. In addition to the previous one, the moral, 

ethical, epistemological and political issues raised in qualitative research are thoroughly 

presented. 

(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

DELIVERY 

Face-to-face, Distance learning, 

etc. 

Face-to-face, Interactive methods, Field work, Visit to 

various organisations and institutions, Guest lecturers, 

Movies, Documentary films.  

USE OF INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY  

Use of ICT in teaching, laboratory 

education, communication with 

students 

Use of ICT in teaching (NVivo, Computer based 

applications, communication with students. 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHING METHODS 

The manner and methods of 

teaching are described in detail. 

Lectures, seminars, laboratory 

practice, fieldwork, study and 

analysis of bibliography, tutorials, 

placements, clinical practice, art 

workshop, interactive teaching, 

educational visits, project, essay 

writing, artistic creativity, etc. 

 

The student's study hours for each 

learning activity are given as well 

as the hours of non-directed study 

according to the principles of the 

ECTS 

Activity Semester workload 

Lectures 39 hours 

Studying 43 hours 

Essay  43 hours 

Fieldwork  25 hours 

  

  

  

  

  

Course total  150 hours 
 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 

EVALUATION 

Description of the evaluation 

procedure 

 

Language of evaluation, methods 

of evaluation, summative or 

conclusive, multiple choice 

questionnaires, short-answer 

questions, open-ended questions, 

problem solving, written work, 

essay/report, oral examination, 

public presentation, laboratory 

work, clinical examination of 

patient, art interpretation, other 

 

Specifically-defined evaluation 

criteria are given, and if and 

where they are accessible to 

Greek, English.  

 

 

The evaluation and final grade will result from the 

systematic and active participation in weekly lectures, 

the study of relevant literature and materials and the 

oral presentation. The final essay that shall be 

submitted, fully following the academic standards, 

shall be the major, albeit not the exclusively, criterion 

for the course grade. 

 

 

 

 

See the departmental web page and the students’ 
guide for further instructions   

 

 

 



students.  
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