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On the occasion of the inauguration of our English-speaking Master's Program  "Migration

and Refugee Flows Management in Europe", instigated  by the Department of Sociology

of the University of the Aegean and hosted on the island of Lesvos, I would like to express

my sincere gratitude to all my colleagues who have accepted our invitation to form a

dynamic and promising teaching team.

The program covers the multiple challenges that human rights, international

humanitarian law, institutions and advocacy organizations are currently facing, a period

during which many states, movements and political figures are turning towards populist

nationalism, racism, xenophobia, intolerance and discrimination. It introduces key

problems with the collaboration of independent and international humanitarian

stakeholders (Médecins sans Frontières & Médecins du Monde) considering the possibilities

for new political approaches, and implementation of human rights and humanitarian law

in these grim times of accelerating economic and social inequalities, technological

changes and exacerbating global humanitarian crises.

The course articulately combines interdisciplinary perspectives on issues of migration as

it draws on sociology, law, medicine, history, political theory, political sociology, economy,

demography and social anthropology. It applies to those who seek to further promote

social science and humanitarian research as future experts in migration and forced

displacement, or to professionals pursuing a career in governmental bodies and non-

governmental organizations, within the increasing number of domestic or international

public and private stakeholders, addressing the challenges in the refugee, human rights

or humanitarian fields.

I am looking forward to welcoming  you to our 

Master's Program "Migration and Refugee Flows 

Management in Europe".

Professor Panos Grigoriou

Jean Monnet European Chair Holder

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR



The Department of Sociology of the University of the Aegean presents

the new post-graduate Program ‘Migration Studies: Management of

Migratory Flows in Europe

This original interdisciplinary master’s degree provides a comprehensive

analysis of global migration, forced displacement and mobility, covering

a multifold of major contemporary debates in the current context of

globalization and the recent migration and health crisis. 

The Program offers an exciting range of courses with the collaboration

of outstanding academia and renowned stakeholders and

professionals with long lasting experience on the field and explores the

recent changes to the global cultural and political landscape, and their

impact on individuals and minority groups. 

Emphasizing in contemporary politics on social justice, humanitarian law,

refugee welfare, crime, community and identity, the course aims to

provide a broad, theoretical understanding and a comprehensive

approach to human migration and mobility. 

Migration has been a constant feature of human history with a

profound impact on societies but has never happened in a vacuum.

History and contemporary events have demonstrated that it has

always been embedded in a wider social, economic, political and

environmental context. 

INTRODUCTION



This MSc  provides advanced-level
sociological knowledge of the
contemporary discourse on

migration and will help you develop
vital skills that will enhance your

opportunities to pursue successful
careers in your chosen fields in
governmental or international

agencies, NGOs, as well as various
stakeholders. It is also suitable if you
are already working in the public or

not-for-profit sector and wish to
enhance your career prospects.

ABOUT THE COURSE

The University of the Aegean, has a distinct semantic meaning as it

is based in Mytilene Lesvos, host of thousands of migrants and

asylum seekers since 2015. Its where the European reality meats

the heartbeat and hope of people fleeing war and conflict, thus

highlighting the vital role of academia in responding to preeminent,

contemporary issues with a strong impact on society. 

This 18-month course comprises two academic semesters and one

semester for the completion of the assigned dissertation and

includes 8 modules. The Program offers a rich and comprehensive

curriculum and a unique approach, based on interdisciplinary

synergies and an amplitude of academic fields. It comprises on-line

courses as well as fieldwork and workshops available for students

to gain hands-on experience in the existing refugee facilities of

Lesvos and Athens. 



KEY THEORITICAL
CONCEPTS
There are 8 modules (4 per semester) covering both years of studies.
Total number of ECTS is 90, including dissertation. 

Humanitarian Law & Human RightsA.1  — 

Medical Anthropology & Population MobilityA.2  — 

Vulnerable Population Groups
The social and psychological theories of prejudice creating stereotypes and the

cultural predominance that leads to xenophobia and racism, as witnessed by socially

vulnerable people experiencing trauma, threat, social and self-stigma.

A.3 — 

Statistics, Epidemiology & Demography
Analysis of core methods regarding design, planning, and conduction of statistical

research. Emphasis is placed on the correlation of social variables and the

investigation of their causal linkage concerning demographic and epidemiological

research.

A.4  — 

Migration & Asylum Polices in Greece & the EU
As the human rights of migrants are constantly threatened or violated at various

stages of their journey, EU and national policies are scrutinized, questioning the

discourse of effectiveness, fairness, and transparency of legal procedures.

B.1  — 

Migration Polices in Action
A coherent study and analysis of integration policies in  in Greece and other

Mediterranean countries, including multicultural education, migrants’ health,

major issues of livelihood i.e accommodation, training and modalities for social

integration.

B.2  — 

Crime & Crime Policy in Forced Migration
The sociological approaches that have formulated "crime and punishment" are

currently focused on the issue of forced migration in today’s risk society. 

 Biopolitics, identity, and citizenship, the politics of DNA, and algorithms in life

and death of the “Other” are also vigorously examined.

B.3  — 

Migration as Discourse
An analysis of discourse of international migration and the moral meanings of

the phenomenon as is structured in binary terms - as either good or evil, just or

unjust, true or fake, and consequently those who support it or are opposed to it as

moral or immoral agents.

B.4  — 

International humanitarian law and international human rights law are two distinct but

complementary bodies of law, both concerned with the protection of the life, health and

dignity of individuals. This course focuses on the  international framework for international

human rights and humanitarian law and the relationship between the two, 

Sociological and anthropological theory, qualitative empirical research related to

an interpretive and critical understanding of health and illness issues with

special emphasis on refugees and immigrants



The University of the Aegean offers a unique opportunity for a first-hand

experience of fieldwork and research in campuses of Lesvos and Athens. 

Both fieldwork and summer school are open only to students on the MSc

in Migration Studies and is contingent on student interest based on their

strong commitment to humanitarian principle and high sense of ethics.

While on-site, students will gain valuable experience on the existing living

conditions of the refugee population in some of the biggest

accommodation facilities in Europe and will enhance their personal

qualities, skills, knowledge and ability to integrate in a multinational and

multicultural environment. 

On-site visits will also enable students to work alongside experienced

professionals, acquire strong initiative while safeguarding fundamental

human rights, social justice, human dignity and equality among vulnerable

populations. In collaboration with both international and local

stakeholders operating on-site, students will also be provided with

insightful information on asylum procedures, application of humanitarian

law, vulnerability assessment and will be acquainted with policies that

foster safety and wellness for the migrant population during reception,

pre-integration and in the course of adapting to their host society. 

FIELDWORK
SUMMER SCHOOL



International humanitarian law is increasingly seen as part of human

rights law applicable in armed conflict. Not only has the development of

IHL been encouraged, but there has been a trend to make increasing

use of IHL when United Nations member states are examining the

human rights situation in certain countries or when considering certain

major issues of concern. A heightened awareness of the importance of

humanitarian law for the protection of people in armed conflict, on the

one hand, and the increasing use of human rights law in international

affairs, on the other, has given these two branches of law much greater

weight internationally, and has led international organisations to use

them together on a regular basis to support their work.

During the course emphasis will be given to the way in which the

interdisciplinary character of the Master's Programme contributes to

the interpretive / critical understanding of human rights and especially

international humanitarian law issues with special emphasis on the

current refugee and immigrant situation, in Europe and on a

comparative global perspective. At the same time, we will focus on

practical legal and judicial examples and case studies from the field.

A1 . HUMANITARIAN LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS



A2 . SOCIOLOGY OF HEALTH OF MIGRANT POPULATIONS
AND GOOD PRACTICES OF CULTURAL MEDIATION 

During the course flow emphasis will be given to the way in which

sociological and anthropological theory and qualitative empirical

research contributes to the interpretive / critical understanding of

health and illness issues with special emphasis on refugees and

immigrants, in Greece and on a comparative global perspective. At the

same time, we will focus on empirical examples and case studies, from

the field. 

Through selected theoretical and research texts, issues such as the

patient's relationship with the medical institution, the importance of the

family environment, the rearrangement of daily life due to forced

relocation, the biographical rupture due to quasi-displacement and the

choice of treatment will be among other issues studied. 

Students will also be introduced to the main morbidity and mortality

drivers across the world, get acquainted with the different definitions

for health, the main characteristics of Health Systems, their capacity

and potential under international health policy, socio-economic

pressures and individual choices made by governments and societies.



This course covers a series of lectures on issues related to socially

vulnerable groups forcefully relocated. Defining vulnerability straddles a

number of different disciplines and theoretical standpoints,

emphasizing on the psychosocial dimensions of forced relocation and

migration and the long-term consequences suffered by those who flee. 

Refugeehood is examined through the lens of the social psychological

theories of prejudice and stereotypes and the cultural predominance

that leads to xenophobia and racism, as witnessed through different

perspectives of socially vulnerable people experiencing trauma,

stereotype threat, social and self-stigma, pinpointing the ideological

backdrop of racism. Understanding the latter as a social and ideological

phenomenon sheds light to the infiltration of extremities shaped and

evoked by historical and forces of power. Survivors of torture, cruel or

inhumane and degrading treatment are among the most vulnerable

refugees, including unaccompanied children, and women, prone to

trafficking or abuse. Given the peculiarity of vulnerability, different

theoretical models for modifying the dominant society stereotypes,

prejudice, and discrimination are reviewed, as well as the healing

processes that may eventually coincide with resilience and recovery. In

this framework, the function of NGOs will be scrutinized, forming an

indispensable part of the integration process of vulnerable populations. 

. 

A3. VULNERABLE POPULATION GROUPS



This course contains initially the development of core methods

regarding design, planning, and conduction of statistical research in

addition to the analysis of primary and secondary social data. 

Students will be taught the principal methods of producing and

analyzing data theoretically as well as at applied level with the use of

informatics tools on social and demographic phenomena, the prediction

of their evolution, the correlation of social variables and the

investigation of their causal linkage. The second axis of the course is

related to the presentation of fundamental techniques concerning

demographic and epidemiological research that will be supplemented

by applications on migration and refugee movements, which are

considered a complex socio-economic and demographic issue, including

the use of informatics tools.

Thematic axes of the course: 

·Statistical research 

·Demographic research and analysis

·Migration as a complex demographic and socio-economic phenomenon

·Epidemiological research

·Laboratorycourse: Application withthe use of the statistical package

SPSS and EXCEL

A4.   BASIC TERMS IN STATISTICS, EPIDEMIOLOGY AND
DEMOGRAPHY IN MIGRATION STUDIES 



Since 2015 which was marked by unusually high numbers of new

refugees arriving on European soil  EU has adopted a series of

measures seeking to improve the protection of migrants trying to reach

its borders both by land and by sea. While trying to share responsibility

among countries involved by increasing cooperation with transit

countries, the human rights of migrants have constantly been

threatened or violated at various stages of their journey. 

European and national policies are scrutinized, questioning the

discourse of effectiveness, fairness, and transparency of legal

procedures in their attempt to launch an effective approach to

migration based on solidarity.  By acknowledging the need for migrant

protection, concrete policies and structured proposals are required, 

 aiming to safeguard migrant rights, inclusion, and integration. In the

framework of a European solid strategy, an overall successful strategy

that would guarantee basic human rights to refugees and migrants is

constantly being threatened. Greece, being at the frontline of a

lingering refugee crisis, needs to strengthen mechanisms for enforcing

compliance with existing international and humanitarian standards

relating to migrants’ human rights. Constant to its cultural inheritance

inspired by Xenios Zeus, the country ought to become the paradigm of

effective and humane management of migratory populations trying to

find safety and security.

. 

B1. MIGRATION AND ASYLUM POLICES IN GREECE & THE EU
SECURING REFUGEE AND MIGRANT RIGHTS



The purpose of the module is to introduce the students to the study

and the analysis of Immigration Integration Policies in Action in Greece

taking into consideration institutional issues of general governance in

the receiving countries and case studies of other Mediterranean

countries (Spain and Italy). Discourses on policies and practices that

frame social integration processes for international migration agents in

Greece have been flourishing. The magnitude of the phenomenon was

unique and in such a grant scale that created a disruption in an already

devasted socio-economically region, state, and society. 

The course pays particular attention to ‘migration integration’ policies in

practice such as multicultural education, migrants health and other

issues of livelihood such as accommodation, training for work and

modalities for social integration. What are sustainable paradigms which

enable these communities to integrate and develop their own cultural

identity restoring their traumas and with conflict mediation processes?

Education, health, accommodation, and institutional care as part of an

integration process will have to make a novel way of becoming

embedded in hosting countries and it may aid further developments in

the existing system of care. The issue of “migration” to “integration” is an

important governance issue which challenges existing institutions.

B2. MIGRANT INTEGRATION POLICES IN ACTION 



The aim of the course is the theoretical deepening of postgraduate

students in the field of sociological approaches that have been

formulated regarding "crime" and its treatment in relation to the issue of

forced migration.

The course deals with the diversified theoretical approaches towards

crime and crime policy, emphasizing in forced migration. It traces the

origins of crime, viewing criminal behavior through the lens of history and

social evolution and analyzes crime policy from the early modernity to

the contemporary social reality and risk society. The course emphasizes

on and examines current understandings and misunderstandings

related to the controversial issue of the interdependency of crime and

migration, crime policy and globalization. 

Critical criminological perspectives are scrutinized, placing

criminalization, victimization, exploitation, including child migration, global

human, organ, tissues trade and trafficking amidst migration pathways. 

Biopolitics, identity and citizenship are also related to choosing and

crossing smart borders, as well as border criminology that marks the

frontiers of punishment, drawing form the experiences in Lesvos and

Evros. Discourse also covers the politics of DNA and algorithms in life and

death of the “Other” and the transformation of a new precarious

perspective, or  rather a distortion of the concept of forced migration. 

. 

B3. CRIME AND CRIME POLICY IN FORCED MIGRATION 



The purpose of the module is to introduce the students to the study

and the analysis of discourses that frame international migration

providing in the process moral meaning to the phenomenon as they

structure it in binary terms - as either good or evil, just or unjust, true or

fake, and consequently those who support it or are opposed to it as

moral or immoral agents. Particular attention is drawn upon ‘migration

as performance’ – as performativity embeds the issue into a somatic

experience, and shapes the permitted and the unpermitted discourses

that make it meaningful. 

Migration  as a social phenomenon not only consists of (groups of)

participants, institutions, many types of social and political (inter)action,

but also, quite prominently, of many genres of migration discourse as

social and political acts and interaction. 

The immigration crisis and the immense flows of immigrants entering

Greece and the EU was a consequence of those processes, closely tight

to the power struggles over the symbolic and organizational control of

the public sphere in Greece at that moment. We examine the ways

various performances shaped the symbolic configuration which came to

dominate the Greek public sphere in the years to come. 

B4. IMMIGRATION AS DISCOURSE



All students will be trained by scholars and professionals with

prolonged experience in migration, human rights advocacy, global

health, statistics, epidemiology, and humanitarianism. Valuable

synergies with renowned actors in the field, NGOs, and essential

stakeholders will enhance the students’ capacity, their critical and

evidence-based approach, and will serve them, as future experts

in migration and forced displacement, to further promote social

science and humanitarian research. 

 

Students can further pursue a career in governmental bodies

and non-governmental organizations, as well as within the

increasing number of domestic or international public and private

stakeholders, addressing the challenges in the refugee, human

rights or humanitarian fields.

 

CARREER
OPPORTUNITIES



the sole meaning of life is to serve humanity   

SCHOOL OF SOCIOLOGY

COURSE OUTLINE 2022-2023

CONTACT US

LEO TOLSTOY

https://www.govunet.eu/migration-studies.php
 

e-mail: migration-studies@soc.aegean.gr
 

Tel.: 00 30.22510.36522 (Monday to Friday: 10:00-12.30 & 14:00-16.30)
 
 
 


