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- To introduce students to the history and theory of systems of social body 

management and social reproduction.  

- To familiarise students with analytical thinking so that they can theorise the 

phenomena under observation, in this case the lived worlds of social reproduction. 

- To acquire a sense of history, in the sense of 'history becoming a thing' and 'history 

becoming a body'. 

- To the acquisition of a critical thinking about the form of institutional and extra-

institutional structures of "incarceration" from the workhouse to the present day, the 

lockdown of covid-19. 

- To become familiar with the analytical tools of M. Foucault's genealogical method 

(social disciplining, biopolitics, etc.). 

- To familiarise students with the relevant methodological tools in order to enable 

them to analyse social relations and structures of social reproduction. 



- The acquisition of the analytical capacity to understand the historicity of the 

institutional complexes and "places" where labour power is raised, trained and 

socialised (family, school, social security, sexual practices, etc.). 

 
General Competences  
Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as these appear in the Diploma 
Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does the course aim? 

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, 
with the use of the necessary technology  
Adapting to new situations  
Decision-making  
Working independently  
Team work 
Working in an international environment  
Working in an interdisciplinary environment  
Production of new research ideas  

Project planning and management  
Respect for difference and multiculturalism  
Respect for the natural environment  
Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and 
sensitivity to gender issues  
Criticism and self-criticism  
Production of free, creative and inductive thinking 
…… 
Others… 
……. 

 

 Working independently,  
 Team Work,  
 Production of free, creative and inductive thinking,  
 Criticism and self-criticism. 

 

(3) SYLLABUS 

To a large extent, the consolidation of wage labour structures shaped the conditions for the 

management and reproduction of the social body. Here, in the depths of capitalism, the technologies 

of social reproduction were tested and developed by the anatomo-political management of the 

human body, in the era of the "great enclosure" (17th century) (M. Foucault), the "enclosure" of the 

Commons and the female body (S. Federici) until today, the era of the biopolitical management of 

"superfluous populations" (refugees, outcasts, unemployed, etc.) (Z. Baumann) and the new 

technologies of reproduction and control, especially of the female body (surrogacy, etc.). Here in a 

process of individualization reflecting the winnowing of social labour, individuals and subjectivities 

were sculpted. Here the individual is constituted, acquiring the cultural reflexes (desires, pleasures, 

commitments, inhibitions, etc.) that are compatible with the capitalist order. And it is here that the 

social psyche with all its asynchronicities in the "process of culture" (Weber, Freud, Elias, etc.) is 

formed, acquiring an identity ("soul", private hinterland, etc.) largely overlapping social action (R. 

Sennet). 

Therefore, the inclusion of this socio-historical context alone can highlight the historicity of this 

project, the forms and practices it takes on each time. But when capitalist accumulation raised the 

question of the control and reproduction of labour power (workers for the factories, soldiers for the 

national armies, etc. ) the practices of disciplining the human body will be coupled with technologies 

of population control (biopolitics), extending control to the spaces of reproduction of the social body 

(politicisation of sex and life), incorporating the lived worlds of the working and popular strata (family, 

neighbourhood, etc.). 

If the workhouses in the period before and after the industrial revolution in England and in continental 

Europe attempted to control the 'dangerous classes' (Popperism) and to integrate them functionally 

into the structures of wage labour, in the Age of Capital (Hobsbawm) the system of social reproduction 



is aimed at large populations and primarily at the industrial working class (welfare state). However, the 

crisis of overaccumulation in connection with its morphological characteristics (decline of the 

industrial working class, expansion of the "new petty bourgeoisie", increase in female employment, 

transformation of the family, etc.) also causes the crisis of the Fordist-Keynesian model of 

reproduction, delegitimizing the state as the subject of social policy. On the fringes of this crisis, which 

can be understood as the deinstitutionalisation (privatisation) of the social bond and the 

commercialisation of public goods (abolition of 'collective consumption' systems), new forms of 

'enclosures' and 'confinements' appear ('reception centres' for refugees, lockdowns, reproductive 

technologies, surrogate motherhood, etc.) which take on a new content in the period of the pandemic 

(lockdowns, teleworking, tele-education, etc.). 

 

Structure and topics of the lectures 

 

1.Social reproduction and social disciplining  

2.The expropriation (enclosure) of the Commons  

3.The enclosure of the female body 

4.From the workhouses to the Lockdowns of Covid-19 

5.The social control of social space: the "domestication" of the proletariat   

6. "The tyranny of intimacy": the privatization of public space and the "clinicization" of social action 

7. the politicization of sex and health 

8.The family as a field of social reproduction: "Port in a heartless world" 

9.Sexual practices and social reproduction:the empowerment of the heterosexual family. 

10.Public health and sanitary movements  

11.Sociology of incarceration and 'all-contact institutions' (prisons, psychiatric hospitals, institutions) 

12.Education as a field of ideological reproduction 

13.Reproductive technologies (surrogacy, etc.) 

14.Sociology of volunteering and NGOs 

15.The "critique" of social reproduction systems : liberalism and biopolitics (M. Foucault) 

16.Social margins and 'exclusion regimes' (underclass, neo-poverty, 'outcasts', etc.) 

 

 TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

DELIVERY 
Face-to-face, Distance learning, etc. 

Face-to-face  

USE OF INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY  

Use of ICT in teaching, laboratory education, 
communication with students 

 

TEACHING METHODS 
The manner and methods of teaching are 
described in detail. 
Lectures, seminars, laboratory practice, 
fieldwork, study and analysis of bibliography, 
tutorials, placements, clinical practice, art 
workshop, interactive teaching, educational 
visits, project, essay writing, artistic creativity, 

Activity Semester workload 

Lectures  39 hours 

Study and analysis of 

the existing literature  

61 hours 

  

Progress report  10 hours 



etc. 
 
The student's study hours for each learning 
activity are given as well as the hours of non-
directed study according to the principles of the 
ECTS 

Essay Supervision  20 hours 

Essay Write-up              40 hours 

Essay Presentation              10 hours 

Course total              180 hours 

  

  
 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
Description of the evaluation procedure 
 
Language of evaluation, methods of evaluation, 
summative or conclusive, multiple choice 
questionnaires, short-answer questions, open-
ended questions, problem solving, written work, 
essay/report, oral examination, public 
presentation, laboratory work, clinical 
examination of patient, art interpretation, other 
 
Specifically-defined evaluation criteria are 
given, and if and where they are accessible to 
students. 

 
 Active presence and participation in the 

Seminar based on the literature prescribed 

for the Seminar (20% of final grade).  

 Seminar assignment (undertook by groups 

of three students) in collaboration with the 

tutor. Presentation of the assignment 

during the Seminar after three meetings 

with the tutor (30% of final grade).  

 Seminar assignment submission in written 

form at the end of the semester (30% of 

final grade). The assignment is to be 7,000 

words in length, that is 15 A4 pages, 

Calibri, 11-point font size, 1.15 line 

spacing. 
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